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Dear D r  . Varmus : 

Thank you f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  August 12, 1985 r e g a r d i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  name f o r  t h e  r e t r o v i r u s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be t h e  cause o f  A I D S .  

The q u e s t i o n  was d i s c u s s e d  a t  o u r  S t .  P a u l ' s  H o s p i t a l  A I D S  Care Group mee t ing .  
The i n d i v i d u a l s  a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  mee t ing  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  group o f  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  
f a m i l y  p h y s i c i a n s ,  nu rses  and o t h e r  s t a f f  who p r o v i d e  t h e  i n - p a t i e n t  and 
o u t - p a t i e n t  c a r e  f o r  2/3 o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  A I D S  i n  o u r  p r o v i n c e .  I t  was 
t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  group t h a t  a name i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t e r m  A I D S  was a c c e p t a b l e  
and a p p r o p r i a t e .  
r e t r o v i r u s  o r  ARV.  

We wondered abou t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  name AIDS-assoc ia ted  

We hope t h a t  o u r  o p i n i o n  i s  o f  some h e l p  t o  y o u r s e l f  and t h e  sub-commit tee o f  
t h e  R e t r o v i r u s  S tudy  Group. We w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  much i n t e r e s t .  

LR:ac 

Yours 

L 
L i n d a  Rabeneck M.D. 

C.C. D r .  W. A. McLeod 
Chairman , 
A I D S  Care Group 
S t .  P a u l ' s  H o s p i t a l  


